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Chapter A Directors Sep-
tember Director’s Message 

Summer riding season is slowly coming 
to a close.  Many of you have put on a 
lot of safe miles, which leads me into 
my discussion about the GWRRA Rider 
Education Program (REP). 
For those of you that are new to GWR-
RA, the Rider Education Program is a 
way of tracking your training and com-
mitment to safe riding.  The GWRRA 
REP is intended to make the motorcycle environment safer by reducing injuries and fatalities and 
increasing motorcyclist skills and awareness. The REP does not propose to have all the answers. 
However, our close-working relationship with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF), as well as 
additional GWRRA programs and studies, has provided a wealth of information for use in estab-
lishing a comprehensive Rider Education Program. Through Commitment, Education and Applica-
tion, we can reduce our accident rate significantly. Listed below are several benefits of a fully 
implemented GWRRA Rider Education Program at the Chapter level: 

 Increased rider knowledge, Increased rider safety skills, Prevention of accidents, Reduced 
injuries, Reduced fatalities, Improved general public image of motorcyclists 
Enhanced enjoyment of motorcycle riding. 
 

There are 4 levels in the program: 

 Level I Safety by Commitment 

 Level II Safety by Education 

 Level III Safety by Preparedness 
 

Level IV Safety by Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness 
You can find out more about this program by going to this GWRRA website: http://gwrra.org/
regional/ridered/levelsprogram.html 
 
If you would like to participate in this program, sign-up sheets will be available at the chapter 
breakfast meetings.  There is no cost and patches will be provided by the chapter.  By simply sign-
ing up, you are already at level one.  Level two is completion of an ARC.  We hold two or three of 
these every year – no excuses!  Level 3 is even easier – take a Medic First Aid course.  There is 
one coming up on Sept 28 in Chilliwack for those interest-
ed. 
We hope you all continue to have a safe riding season and 
as always, keep the shiny side up! 
Dave and Giselle 
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CB Ch. 33 

Amateur Radio Frequency Sim-
plex 146.490 and 

Repeater - Mount Seymour 
145.350 (tone 127.3) 
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BC’s Chapter A is located in Canada’s third largest 

city, Vancouver British Columbia.  Situated in the 

pristine natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest and 

nestled between the shores of the Pacific Ocean and 

the majestic peaks of the Coastal Mountain range.  

Riders and Co-riders are blessed with an abundance 

of some of the most scenic areas available to motor-

Chapter Directors Dave Ward & Giselle Collins  email : chapteradirector@gmail.com  

“Friends for Fun,  Safety and Knowledge” 

Chapter BC-A Vancouver 
www.gwrrabca.org  

 

 Breakfast Gathering  
3rd Sunday of every Month (except 

Dec).  
Ricky’s Restaurant, 

2350 Boundary Rd, Burnaby, BC 
Breakfast 8:00 AM Gathering 9:00 

AM   
 

Directors  
Dave Ward and Giselle Collins 

Email: chapteradirector@gmail.com  

Chapter BC-C Chilliwack 
www.gwrra-bcc.org  

 

 Dinner Gathering  
3rd Tuesday of every Month  (except 

Dec) 
Rendezvous Restaurant  

9360 Young Road, Chilliwack, BC 
Dinner 6:00 AM Gathering 7:00 PM   

 
Directors  

Karin Young 
Email: gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com  

Facebook: GWRRA BCC 

Chapter BC-D Surrey 
www.gwrra-bcd.org  

 

 Dinner Gathering  
1st Wednesday of every Month  

Ricky’s Restaurant 
152nd & Fraser Highway, Surrey, BC 
Dinner 6:00 AM Gathering 7:00 PM   

 
Directors  

Doug Conley 
Email: directorsbcd@gmail.com  

Facebook: GWRRA BC-D 

2019 Chapter BC A Team 

Chapter Directors: Dave Ward & Giselle Collins  Assistant Directors:   
Treasurer:  Niels Jensen    Stores:   Giselle Collins 
Educator:   Kelly Parkes    Historian:  Ivan Armstrong 
Webmaster:  Keiller Gowans   Newsletter Editor:  Tracy Gowans 
Ride Coordinator: Chuck Taylor    Games Coordinator: Kelly Parkes 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Ian McAlpine 

 
If you are interested in holding a position on the Executive or would like to nominate someone  
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North West Coast District -  

Summer District Director’s Message        

Fellow Wingers:  
This article is being written just before the Rally is to take place. Our editor, who does a 
fine job by the way, gives us a deadline of the 22nd of each month. As Mr. Brooks will be 
away riding for a considerable time, we will be without a district newsletter for the month of 
September.  
I promise we will publish some sort of Rally report in his absence to keep everyone that 
was not able to attend the Rally appraised of the entertainment and fun time they missed 
out on. Our district Ride coordinator has a special ride in store for the 2020 Gypsy Run…if 
it is as good 2019, well I encourage others in the district to "Join us for the 2020 Gypsy 
Run"! You will not regret it. As you are all aware, we have launched a recruitment drive. All 
of you received your individual recruitment kits. If you need another kit, just advise your 
chapter director and we will get them to you. So far Chapter BC-C is ahead, way ahead, 
followed by BC-A.  
 
I would like to see some recruitment from the other chapters out there. I am excited to take 
advantage of all the riding opportunities in our district this year. I would like to see a 
"profusion of participation" from all chapters at all riding events this year. Let's make it the 
best riding season ever! See you all real soon! Thank you for being members of GWRRA; 
your membership and participation is what makes GWRRA the finest international riding 
association in North America. 
  
Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe. 
Respectfully 
Kevin Bramhoff District Director –  
District N.W.C “The Great North West Coast” 
 
 

 

Kevin Bramhoff  
is the  

District Director  
for the  

North West  
Coast District. 
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Message from the Editor:  
 

We need someone: 
 excited about putting together our monthly newsletter 
 who is interested in participating in the chapter by taking it 

on or partnering with another member 
 
If you: 
 love talking to people 

 gathering news stories  
 writing a few yourself  
 
Please contact Tracy Gowans to express your interest in this fun 
position or to contribute an article, joke or great story. 
 

For More Information on Events Throughout the District 
 

please visit the district website  

gwrra-nwc.com 

where you will find links to  

individual chapter websites as 

well as district sponsored events! 
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Events —Submitted by Chapter A Member John Schretlen 

 
Photo taken at August 2019 Chapter BC-A Breakfast meeting with the newsletter in mind :-).  
We had 21 people in attendance.  Giselle Collins won the 50/50 and Chapter BC-C member 
Steve Horin won the Membership draw.  All submission to the newsletter are appreciated!  
Thanks for this one John!! 

Let’s have a 

great turnout 

this year!! 
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Events —Submitted by  Dave Ward via Facebook 

Vintage in the Valley—Aug 18th 2019 in Chilliwack 

 

District NWC membership/motorist awareness  booth at the Vintage in the Valley mo-

torcycle show Aug 18th 2019 in Chilliwack.   

A Vintage show that has tables full of vintage parts that you can swap for or buy.  The 

largest collection of Vintage Bikes on display in the North West.  Many of the major 

brands display historic bikes and their latest and greatest.  Under one roof you get a 

true feel for the vibrancy of our sport.  A show for riders, Motorcycle and specialty 

shops, bikes and bike vendors, clubs, and public service groups. 

A great place for enthusiasts from yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
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Events —Submitted by  Tracy Gowans 

2019 Island Ride September 7th & 8th. 

Lots of fun was had by all.  We traveled from Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay on Ferry, met up 

with some Victoria riders and did the Renfrew Loop, we then made our way to Campbell 

River on some very twisty back roads, then along 19a to our hotel for the night.  The next 

morning mother nature threatened rain.  We lost a few riders who headed home via the 

more direct Nanaimo /Horseshoe bay route.  But 4 bikes headed to the ferry from Comox to 

Powell River, were we did a pit stop in Lund for some cinnamon buns from Nancy’s bakery. 

From there we road to Saltery Bay ferry, sailed to Earls Cove and then from Langdale to 

Horseshoe Bay as per the original planned route.  Other than a Scottish mist in Lund there 

was no rain.  It turned out to be a wonderful day.  Thanks to all of your who joined it, it was 

truly a great weekend.  Big thanks to Keiller for a job well done! 
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50/50 Draw Article—Submitted by  Tracy Gowans (and I didn’t win the 50/50) 

By Jordan Gibbons News Editor, owns some old bikes. Should know better.  Published in MCN Aug 8th 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a year after unveiling an all-new radically-revamped GL1800 Gold Wing and buoyed by public demand, Honda 

have launched a second variant for much less $$$.  The new bike will line-up alongside the high-specification Gold 

Wing Tour and Tour DCT versions and will be available at select dealers.  The existing Tour models are both 

equipped with large top-boxes and heftier price tags to boot, with the new machine acting as more svelte, mini-

malist and arguably cooler-looking Wing, which replaces the old F6B. 

Essentially, the new standard Gold Wing is, like the old F6B, the familiar full-dresser but without rear top box/back

-rest (plus built-in speakers) for a more slimmed-down, blacked-out, “bagger” look. 

There’s also a matching, shorter screen, it does without a main stand and there’s no DCT option.  On the plus side 

there’s the same super smooth, 1833cc six cylinder power plant giving over 124bhp and 125ftlb of torque, the 

same sleek aerodynamic bodywork, redesigned chassis and double-wishbone front suspension system. 

Unlike some slimmed-down versions of tourers from other brands, you still get all the Wing’s electronic goodies, 

too.  That means ride-by-wire throttle, modes, traction control, keyless ignition, full LED lights plus a fabulous in-

fotainment system that has music, maps, Bluetooth and Apple CarPlay.  

In fact, the only things you lose by giving the Tour pack a miss is 50 litres of luggage space, 40 kg of extra weight 

and a nice back rest for the passenger.  But what you gain, by stripping all that back, is a tourer with an extra dash 

of style; the perfect companion for a weekend away.   

https://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2019/april/honda-gold-wing/  

https://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2019/april/honda-gold-wing/
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Membership Draw Article —Submitted by Chapter BC-C Steve Horin 

 

On Aug. 18 my wife and I attended the Chapter BC-A breakfast meeting  and I won the monthly 

membership draw they have. The award of $10.00 which comes with the request of submitting 

an article to the newsletter. This is my story and I’m sticking to it.  

 

After breakfast a few of us attended  the Vintage in the Valley today at the Heritage  Center in 

Chilliwack. (Well worth attending) Looking at all the wares my wife and I came across a vendor 

selling gremlin bells. Now you can’t just go out and buy yourself a gremlin bell, it has to be gift-

ed. Debbie, my wife figured what the heck it  can’t hurt, and purchased one for me. We came 

home and I washed the bike ( after a trip to Omak with some fellow wingers on Thursday)  and 

attached the bell to my lower  crash bar.  Now  the moral of this story is my bike has had an is-

sue with not starting in gear with the clutch in for some time now. I’ve always had to find neutral 

before the starter would engage.  I’ve sprayed  electronic cleaner  in the switch at the base of 

the clutch lever  I don’t know  HOW MANY times hoping it would start to work. No go. I as-

sumed  the switch itself needed replacement and just kind of learned to live with it. I thought I’d 

give the switch one  last shot of electronic cleaner. I bent over, gave the gremlin bell a little tin-

kle, put the bike in gear. I then turned the ignition on, pulled the clutch in and THE BIKE START-

ED!!!! Go figure!! (Sworn testimonial by Steve Horin.)  
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Membership Story —Submitted by  Ivan & Pat Armstrong 
 

               “FRIENDS”        

As chapter historian I often look back at past events that I have recorded since joining 

GWRRA back in 1996. Old news letters and photographs – many fond memories of friends 

made along the way, sadly some of whom are no longer with us. 

There is one re-occurring theme: friendship. Friends should be cherished, they are very 

valuable, one could say priceless. Alas they can be easily lost through a slight or misunder-

standing  either real or perceived. This can be passed within a group and can cause a divi-

sion that can last for a long time.  GWRRA promotes friendship within the organization 

and it is up to us to try to foster that.  

Membership in some of our local chapters has been in a serious decline for a while now 

and we must rally around and support each other. I am suggesting that we forgive and for-

get any grudges etc. and renew our friendships and work together to rebuild our chap-

ters. We can start by attending other chapter meetings (sorry, gatherings!) and, where 

possible, rides. 

Please remember that we are a not-for-profit organization that is run by unpaid volun-

teers, please support them as that’s the only reward they ask. There is a strong kindred 

spirit amongst motorcyclists (you don’t see car drivers saluting each other!) – let’s try to 

rebuild that friendship that is such an important part of the GWRRA creed. 

We are rapidly approaching our chapter’s 40th anniversary and I will be trying to contact 

as many ex- CD’s and members as possible to help us celebrate, let’s make sure that we 

have an active chapter to celebrate! 

A shout-out here to Dave and Giselle for all their hard work and enthusiasm since taking 

the chapter helm and, of course, to all the CD’s that went before them. Without the help 

and support of other chapter members it would have been an impossible task – you know 

who you are – thanks…….. 

 Let’s all reach out to our friends past and present………………………………. 

Sincerely, Ivan and Pat Armstrong 

Former CD’s, BCA, 2003 - 2005 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

1998 Honda Goldwing GL1500SE 

91,968 KMS 

 One of the cleanest GL1500s you’re likely to find with 

many accessories and upgrades. 

 Various chrome accents including Ring of Fire and front 

wheel chrome reflector inserts. 

 ISO Grips and footrests for long-rid comfort and control. 

 Progressive front/rear suspension 

 LED lighting, saddlebag light kit. 

 Upgraded stereo system (speakers) with AM/FM, cassette 

and MP3/iPhone Aux input CB Radio. 

 F4Customs +4 windscreen (additional Tulsa Windscreen 

included.) 

 Evans waterless coolant and synthetic oil.  Numerous ad-

ditional parts, accessories and Honda OEM shop manual included. 

This motorcycle is considered by many to be the pinnacle on Honda’s touring motorcycles and the gold standard by 

which many others are judged.  The GL1500 is designed for pure long-distance touring comfort and reliability. That being 

said, the GL1500 I no slouch in the performance department with a powerful six-cylinder 1520cc engine and low center of 

gravity that allows it to keep up with its newer competitors.  This highly sought after SE Model that comes with many up-

grades from Honda including two-toned candy paint, AM/FM Cassette Radio and 

CB, air adjustable suspension, integrated rider/passenger intercom and rear truck 

spoiler with integrated 

brake light.  All for 

$6,500.00 obo 

Contact John Sinclair at 

photog759@shaw.ca or 

phone 1 250 791 6636 

 

 

New Ad  

June 2019 

For Sale/Want ads are free and will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.   
Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it longer or if your item has been sold  

at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 

1999 Special Edition Goldwing 1500 Garage kept candy cane red paint. Cruise control and re-
verse.  Ring of fire, CB Radio, AM/FM radio and CD Player.  No Damage.  Luggage Rack and rear 
lighting packages.  This bike is in top condition and ready for travel.  Goldwing bike cover and 
battery tender included Only 72,300 Km. 

If interested please call Al at 604 380 0826 

 

 

 

For Sale/Want ads are free and will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.   
Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it longer or if your item has been sold  

at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 

New Ad 

September 

2019 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale/Want ads are free and will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.   
Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it longer or if your item has been sold  

at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 

Ladies riding gloves  and pants available.  Size small 

Gloves are $30.00 and pants are $50.00   both black. 

Contact Marian at 778 980 2374 or mpgoetz@shaw.ca 

At Chapter BC-A’s August 
Breakfast meeting long 
time member Dan Fortin 
was presented with a 
“Follow me” award, signed 
by everyone in attend-
ance.  Way to go Dan!! 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

Skills Training Anyone? 

Anyone interested in getting together in a 
large parking lot with a few cones and prac-
ticing some riding skills?  Send Kelly Parkes 
an email.  If we get enough interested we 
will schedule it.  kparkes@shaw.ca 

 

On the web at :  www.gwrra-nwc.com 
 

Are you interested in : 

 Participating  as a district team member? 

 Helping out at district events? 

Contact District Director—Kevin Bramhoff  (director@gwrra-nwc.com) 
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Do you have a great idea for a newsletter Article? 
Have you ever thought about becoming the Newsletter Editor? 

Sounds like a daunting task to put your thoughts down on paper and send it in 
but really just a few lines is all it really takes.  Take a few minutes and send us 
whatever you have….  We love photos too. 
 Did you go on a great ride lately? 

 Did you attend a great event or meet some great people? 

 Maybe find a solution to a problem others may also be trying to fix? 

 Are you a techy and want to share your knowledge? 

 Maybe you have a burning question we can publish in the newsletter? 

Contact Tracy Gowans at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com with your ideas.      

Deadline for articles for the September Newsletter is  Oct 13th, 2019 

The BCMDT is looking for you to try something interesting and it involves riding your motorcycle around 
mostly scenic, and interesting roads all around our area.  

Gentlemen, 
We the drill team would like to Thank each one of you for 
your help this year with the Gran Fondo 2019 !!!!!!! 
The Fondo people have been sizing us up for next year's 
event, as it is going to be a world class event ...... 
The plan is to invite the top racing cyclists from around the 
world and we will be involved !!!! 
I think that we will need many more trained and enthusiastic 
Moto people as we can muster for this !!! 
We will need some passengers to ride backwards with us for 
Video and photo..... Probably more medics on Motos as well . 
Please send any Moto person my info ... 
Cheers Carl Scouten and team BCMDT  

My Thanks to Carl Scouten our Moto Safety Manager. An Addendum to what  Carl has given you all a 
glimpse of. Looking forward to next years event, (Grand Fondo) we are planning on preparing in a slightly 
more formal fashion than previous years.  With an eye on “Orientation”  and also “rider evaluation” for all 
our moto’s so we can keep everyone up to speed on changes to our duties. Also some background on the 
experience we have gained doing these “Moto safety” events. To new moto riders that come to our orga-
nized Moto support events, the first event for them can some times be a little confusing, and even for some 
of our regular moto’s riders, who may not be able to make it out to all the other types of Moto Safety 
events we do, there is more we may be able to discuss before next years Grand Fondo. To all our Moto Rid-
ers that have taken part with us this last event, I would like to say that we are very happy with what you all 
bring to our troops. You guys do a fantastic job. Next years event will carry a slightly higher expectation 
from some of our Moto Team, so expect more communication next year well before the Grand Fondo 
event. 
 
Yours in Motorcycling 
 
Rob Ellis 
President BCMDT 
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Chapter A Stores 
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GWRRA Anniversaries 

Butch Smith 1993 

Pam Smith 1993 

Patrick Frampton 2007 

Rainie Frampton 2007 

Marian Goetz 2009 

Ken Weisner 2010 

Richard McCartie 2014 

Mark Lotzkar 2014 

Brenda Lotzkar 2014 

Please help us keep our database current.   

If you know of a member’s birthday/wedding anniversary and we do not have them on this list please send 
us an email with the month and day of the special dates so they (or you) don’t get missed!   

To: gwrra.gowans@gmail.com Subject: Birthday and  Anniversary update 

September Wedding Anniversaries 

Ted & Coleen Dewar Sept 23rd 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 

Barry Irvine Sept 1st 

Ken Hook Sept 9th 

Lorraine Tompkins Sept 25th 

Giselle Collins Sept 26th 

Val Fortin Sept 29th 

Kathy Wilkins Sept 30th 

 



Website — www.gwrrabca.org           Facebook Page — www.facebook/GWRRA BC-A Vancouver            

 



Website — www.gwrrabca.org           Facebook Page — www.facebook/GWRRA BC-A Vancouver           Page 21 

 



Website — www.gwrrabca.org           Facebook Page — www.facebook/GWRRA BC-A Vancouver           Page 22 

 

Monthly  

Chapter Gathering 
Chapter BC-A, Vancouver 
The THIRD Sunday of each Month  

(except Dec) 

Ricky’s Country Restaurant 

Boundary Rd at Lougheed Hwy 

2350 Boundary Rd 

Burnaby, BC 

(604) 293-1242 

Breakfast at 8:00 am Gathering at 9:00 am 

 

Enjoy breakfast with new and old friends, or come for a cup of coffee before the meeting.  

   

See you there. 

Chapter BC - A 

Tuesday Night Rides 
Coffee Social (ride in season) 

Wendy’s Restaurant  

(Boundary and Grandview) 

 

Coffee From 5 pm  

Ride Leaves between 6:30  pm and 7 pm 

WEEKEND / STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

RIDES 
 

If there are NOT any Lower Mainland Rides/
Events on our Chapter Schedule then you  
can expect a ride from the McDonalds at  
the Boundary Road/Lougheed Highway  

intersection, Vancouver. 
Coffee from 8:00 am 

Ride leaves at 9:00 am 
Saturday, Sunday and All Statutory Holidays 


