
 

 

 G.W.R.R.A. REGION J — CHAPTER BC-A — VANCOUVER, BC July 2008 

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE with the Vancouver Gold Wing Road Riders Association.  Have you ever had a flat tire 
while riding on your own?  An accident?  Have you ever gotten lost?  Well, do those things with us...it’s better with a 
group of friends who are focused on ‘Fun, Safety, Knowledge.’  Call John Wait for more information: 604-628-6657. 

__________________________________________________ 
 

So many events have taken place since the last newsletter it is hard to know where to begin, but we hope everyone has 
enjoyed the riding season as much as we have so far.  Leslie and I left for Alaska in early June, but we hear that the 
folks who attended the Vedder River campout (and Chapter meeting) had the usual weather... a little rain and some 
sunshine over the weekend.  The chapter meeting had a special treat as Ivan and Pat (Former Chapter Directors BC-A) 
hosted the meeting.  Thank you Ivan and Pat! 
 
The trip to Alaska and the Region J Rally in Whitehorse, Yukon was absolutely amazing and I would recommend 
everyone make a trek north at some time.  I would like to say thank-you to the Yukon Chapter for doing an incredible 
job hosting the rally.  One of the many highlights included, the Midnight Sun “Bun” Run, about 100km ride to the middle 
of nowhere (great ride) where there is a lonely gas station and restaurant—Braeburn Lodge.  Inside they had the 
BIGGEST Cinnamon buns I have ever seen in my life.  These buns filled a dinner plate and were at least 4” tall.  All I 
could eat was 1/3 of the outside layer at the restaurant, so I brought the rest back to the motel in Whitehorse.  The next 
day Leslie, Bernie, Mairi and I tried to finish the rest to no avail … unbelievable!  To all the folks in the Vancouver area 
… the Yukon Chapter has set the mark pretty high, so we have our work cut out for us when we host the 2009 Region 
J Rally in Maple Ridge (July 31—Aug 3).  A challenge I’m sure 
we will succeed at, but where are we going to find Cinnamon buns 
that big? 
 
I could go on and on about the trip and the rally but space is 
limited.  I hope you enjoy the pictorial of the trip Leslie put 
together, I’m sure it will look better in the colour PDF version 
available on the web site. 
 
Hopefully someone who managed to get to Wing Ding in 
Greenville, will be able to regale us with their stories and 
adventures.  I’m sure a fun time was had and I’m looking forward 
to hearing more. 
 
The BC-K bug run was held on Saturday the 12th.  While Leslie 
and I were unable to attend the ride I did get to see everyone from 
BC-A/D at the start of the ride.  The weather was fantastic and the 
ride was a success from what I have been told.  Then on Sunday, 
a number of Vancouver and Surrey members visited the Victoria 
Chapter and had a great ride; an amazing two days.  Does that 
mean summer is finally here? 
 
One final note, I can’t think of a better group to travel with 
(GWRRA members).  When bad things happen and sometimes 
they do, the support is amazing... making our travels all that much 
more enjoyable. 
 
Ride safe, John & Leslie 

     Chapter Directors:       John & Leslie Wait               Ph: 604-628-6657 
     Assistant Chapter Directors:    Peter & Sheila MacGregor             Ph: 604-460-2017 

 
    BC-A  Website: http://gwrra_bca.tripod.com 

July-           20                 BC-A Breakfast Meeting                   
 18-22               Washington District Rally 
                     Let’s have a good showing for The Wash. Rally!! 
 
August-    06                  BC-D Dinner Meeting 
    16                  BC-A Backyard BBQ 
    17                  BC-A Breakfast Meeting 
                          (Meeting Starts at 8:30 A.M.) 
    17                 Gastown Show N Shine 
    19                  BC-C Meeting 

    24                  BC-A Duffy Lake Loop 
 29-Sep 01        BC-D Gold Run 
 
see page 11 for more details ... 
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2008 Current Events/Announcements 
Remember Tuesday Night’s we are still meeting for  
coffee and a gab session.  More details on page 7.  Come 
out and join us! 



 

 

 

                CHAPTER COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
Chapter       John & Leslie Wait           604–628-6657  
Directors       jw@BonB.ca 
 
 
Asst Chapter     Peter & Sheila                   604-460-2017 
Directors                 MacGregor 
                                   petalmac@shaw.ca 
 
 
Chapter Educator  Bernie Sparrow    604-626-8779   
 Rider Ed                  bernie.sparrow@ecomm.bc.ca 
    
Treasurer      Pat Pearce                        604-530-5133 
                                   goldwingpat2004@yahoo.com 
 
Ride                      Ted Dewar                       604-434-5646 
Co-Ordinator           cradewar@shaw.ca 
 
Stores       Pat Pearce                        604-530-5133 
         goldwingpat2004@yahoo.com 
 
Chapter                    Ivan Armstrong                604-273-1004 
Ambassador              patandi@shaw.ca 
 
Membership             Available Position 
Enhancement 
 
Web Mistress      Kathy Drozdik    604-464-8666 
         kdrozdik@shaw.ca 
 
Newsletter                Dan Fortin                       604-329-4598 
Editor                        danthewingman@gmail.com 
 
The Games Guy       Kelly Parkes     604-687-4661 
        50/50        kparkes@shaw.ca 
 
Historians       Available Position 
 
Technical       Ivan Armstrong               604-273-1004 
Advisors                      (1500 and older) 
                                   Looking for help particularly 1800’s 
 
BCCOM                  Ron & Faye Seligman      604-271-0739          
Liaison 
 
Advertising                Available Position 
& Promotions 
Coordinator 
 
Phone Tree               John & Leslie Wait         604–628-6657  
Co-Ordinator            jw@BonB.ca  
 

 
 

  “A”-CTIVITY CO-ORDINATORS 

 
        

 Sign-in table   Leslie Wait                        604–628-6657   
      
 Mall Show    Ivan/Pat Armstrong        604-273-1004     
                   
 Fun Run    All Members 
              

 Camp-out    Pat Pearce    604-530-5133 
     Chris Maki    604-533-8452   

 
 Longest Day     Chris Maki    604-533-8452 
 
 Backyard BBQ    Open for a HOST Home? 

 
 Duffy Lake  
 Loop Ride     Committee  
 
 Prog. Dinner    Committee 
 
 Fun & Games    Kelly Parkes    604-687-4661 
 
 Xmas Dinner    Committee 
 
 Phone Tree    Pat Armstrong                  604-273-1004 
 
     Heinz Blisse                  604-937-3123 
  
     Herb Broerken                   604-574-7021 
       
  

    If you can lend a hand,  please contact  John Wait  
             or anyone on the Chapter Committee. 

 
 

District, Region and CDN Staff Members 

 
District Directors    Arnie & Janet Tucker           604-462-0822 
            jatrider@shaw.ca 
 
District Educator     Ian McAlpine                       1-604-504-3429 
                                       mr.imca@shaw.ca 
 
Region 
 “J”  Directors          Phil and Margaret Craven    1-250-353-7108 
 
Region “J’  
Educator       Milt Sorreson 

 
Canadian 
Directors                   Ron & Carol Hodgson         1-403-309-5001 
 
 
Phoenix, Arizona - Head Office                           1-800-843-9460 
 
 
 



 

 

 

If you would like to put a business card ad 
into the Newsletter, e-mail your business 
card to  danthewingman@gmail.com   
There is a small charge of $5.00 per month. 
 
Member Classifieds (bike related) are free 
and run for 2 months.  Non-bike related 
ads $5 per month for a business card size. 
 
For Sale: (2) 
New complete muffler system for GL1200 cc fits ‘84, ‘85 and 
some ‘86. Made by Mac Products paid 600 USD asking $450. 
Consider all offers 
Ron Seligman  604-271-0739 

 
 
 
Wanted: (1) 
Ladies size Medium HEATED jacket or jacket liner, pants     
and gloves.  Maybe heated socks too. 
Call Dan or Valerie Fortin 604-329-4598 

 
For Sale: (2) 
1984 Gold Wing for sale.   1200 cc well maintained navy blue 
with metalflake and lots of chrome. 98,000 kms. new leather 
seat, windscreen ready to go. $ 4800. 
Niels Jensen Burnaby cell 604 671-4607  Res. 604 438-9780.                   
 

 
If you have E-mail and wish to receive information on 
upcoming events, please ensure that we have your 
E-mail address.  If you don’t have E-Mail but have a 
contact phone number, please forward to us @        
604-628-6657.   
 
This list is just for our use to inform members of Rides 
and Events.    
 

Thank you!  …….  John and Leslie Wait 

 
 
 
 
EDITORS NOTE: 
 
   If you find a mistake in this publication, please 
realize that I have included it on purpose.   We  
attempt to publish something for everyone and 
some people are always looking for mistakes.  
 
Thank You,  Your Editor 
 

                          CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

K.R. PARKES GOLDSMITH & HAND ENGRAVER 
#115 - 525 Seymour Street, Vancouver, BC  V6B 3H7 
Tel:  604-687-4661 Fax:  604-681-8856 
 

www.krparkes.com      GWRRA #160566 
 
Supplier of Canadian mined and cut diamonds 
 
On Site Services: 
Diamond rings  Hand & Machine Engraving 
Haida native carvings (your designs, crests, logos, etc.) 
Rings / Earrings  Special Order Designs 
Pendants / Bracelets Gemstone Carvings 
Wedding Bands  Written Appraisals 
Medic Alert Jewellery General repairs - all types 
 
    Customer’s gold and stones can be used for new designs 
           "Jewellery Insurance Replacement Claims" 
 
  

 

 
No Wait Oil Change, Tire & Brake Service    

 
Phone 604-323-0293       

 
Mention you saw the ad in the BC-A Newsletter 

 

 

 
 

 For your printing needs, Call Rob at: 
 

Accurate Impressions Printing 
#113 – 3823 Henning Drive 

Burnaby, B.C. 
Phone: 604-298-2544 

                  E-Mail:   aiprinting@shaw.ca  
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Nuggets from the North Nuggets from the North Nuggets from the North Nuggets from the North     
Reflecting on the GWRRA Rally in Whitehorse Reflecting on the GWRRA Rally in Whitehorse Reflecting on the GWRRA Rally in Whitehorse Reflecting on the GWRRA Rally in Whitehorse ————    June 2008June 2008June 2008June 2008    

1. What a great day for a trip to    

       Haines, Alaska!                                  
 
 

2  ...and a wonderful ferry to travel on.                        3. Vancouver and Surrey Gold Wing 
members having our first succulent 
dinner in the dining room. 

. 
                                       
 
 
 
 

    . 

4.  Some days were like this... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  5.   Many days were like this… 6.    ...but our dear husbands brightened our 
       days by buying us gold. Yes, we’re  
       just dripping in gold now! (ya right!) 
    

 
 
 
 
7.   We visited  the North Pole... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
8. Mairi went fishing...Wow Mairi! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9. ...and we saw moose; one which was too     
   close for comfort! 
 
              

.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

10 Some checked that we were heading  
       in the right direction... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  11 … some didn’t care. They just wanted      
      to “get  
      out on the 
      highway” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

11. and some were just ‘born to be wild!”    
     Glen! 
 



 

 

What we learned in Alaska... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We learned that the men in        It’s good to ride with friends        Vans come in ‘very handy’  
Whitehorse suffer from cabin       when the road wins!                     when traveling on long  
fever.  Poor fellows!                                                                           trips! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends can be found every-         But Watch out for those GWRRA  Educators.  They call                      
where!                                          ‘parking lot practices’ every where they go.  But on 17 km of  
                                                      gravel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, we should be thankful for each and every day— as our lives can be taken or destroyed 
before we know what happened.  This is what the residents of Valdez learned when the        
Tsunami wiped out the first town site.     

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES, EVERYONE.  John & Leslie Wait 



 

 

The June/08 50/50 at our Chapter Meeting was won by 
Marty Ahad ($27.50)  His daughter won the childrens 
draw and received a small bucket of JuJubes.               
The June/08 Membership Draw was not held at The 
Campout which is where the meeting was for this June.           
Congratulations!!   Newsletter Articles please.                                                                                                                                                   

There are some 50/50 & Membership Draw articles still    
owed.  Please send Articles in to The Editor.  Thanks 

                                                                                           

   We are still in need of members to help sell 
advertising space in our newsletter. Please let 
us know if you wish to help or you could give           
our Newsletter Editors number or E-Mail  
                     address to any contacts.   

               BIRTHDAYS          

         
   July                  04th Thomas Maki 
               06th Pat Armstrong 
               06th Patrick Frampton 
               07th David Hawrish 
               09th Hailey Stanley 
               12th Joan Maki 
               17th Henry Bahn 
 
August                03rd        John Wait                                                                                        
               11th Chris Maki 
  18th Ian McAlpine 
  18th Rick McIver 
  19th Jessica Stanley 
 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

        
  July                06th Donn & Wanda Champion 
                             26th Dan & Valerie Fortin                                                                
               26th Kelly & Amanda Irvine 

August                 06th Gary & Marlene Robins                                                                        
  10th Gloria & Ron Maki                                           
  20th Chris & Joan Maki                                         
  22nd Gilbert & Julie Brennenstuhl 

Pat Pearce deserves a rest and a big thanks for all the work that 
she has done over the years – she has been the driving force   
behind the campout for quite a few years now – thanks Pat.  It has 
been suggested that in a few years we might try to put together a 
Campout Reunion if there is enough interest and some real 
commitment. 
 
My wife (Pat A.) and I have been members of BC-A since 1996 
and have noticed a steadily declining level of commitment  on the 
part of the members.  When we first joined BC-A people would 
commit themselves to the various events by pre-registering and 
pre-paying the fees.  This made it much easier for the organizers 
to make plans as to how much food, drink and space would be 
needed.  Having committed themselves the members would show 
up rain or shine – now it’s too easy to back out at the last        
moment.  Sign-up sheets are a step in the right direction, but  pre-
registration is a definite bonus for major events such as rallies. 
 
Chapters evolve as members come and go, and change can be a 
good thing.  There are few of the “old guard” left and the “new 
blood” is stepping up to take over the reins.  Please remember 
that the executive and event organizers are made up entirely of 
volunteers who give willingly of their time and energy – make it 
easier for them by making firm commitments when they organize 
events.  Pat and I have changing commitments in our lives now 
that we have both retired, but we expect to be around the chapter 
as much as possible.  I’m loving my 1979 GL1000. I have just 
received my collector plate, and I have just purchased a J&M CB/
Intercom set for it (no more hand-held mikes for me!).  Look for 
“Old Blue” at the various rides and CB me a “Howdy” when you 
do. 
 
Cheers, Ivan and Pat Armstrong. 

Moving On……. 

At approximately 5pm on Friday the 6th of June Pat and I 
rolled our “new” travel trailer into the group campsite at 
Vedder Campground – we were ready for the annual 
Campout! 
 
Imagine our surprise when we found that we were the only 
ones there!  At first we thought that we had the dates mixed 
up (we are retired you know!), and then we thought that 
maybe it had been moved to a new location?  After sitting 
there for a while trying to decide what to do we were 
delighted to see Bruce and Sandra McMahill arrive on their 
blue GL1800 with trailer in tow – they didn’t recognize our 
“new” rig and almost didn’t stop!  Shortly after that Marty 
Ahad pulled in with his motorhome and kids – guess we 
were in the right spot after all! 
 
When Pat Pearce pulled in we all relaxed and cheered up 
somewhat.  Pat was a bit frazzled because she had all the 
grandchildren with her and none of their parents!  How do 
you do it Pat?  Her two daughters and their spouses arrived 
in time to put up their tents and put the kids to bed (I think I 
saw Pat having a well-deserved beer!) 
 
Poor Pat!  She worked so hard to organize this event and so 
few showed!  Several regulars failed to show, it seems that 
some of the regulars have sold their bikes and RV’s, and 
others had family commitments.  We did congregate around 
the campfire and swapped stories about “the good old days” 
etc..  The kids had a good time roasting marshmallows, 
hotdogs etc… On Saturday night we had a sing-along 
around the fire and traded jokes until it was time to hit the 
sack.  Let’s just say that the weather was –well, the usual 
(something of everything!). 
 
Sunday morning saw us up early preparing breakfast for the 
expected crowd – three bikes showed up!  With the Region 
J Rally in Whitehorse so close in time, many were already 
on their way or doing the final preparations for departure.  
We had the smallest, briefest meeting that I have ever 
presided over!  Because of the dwindling attendance it was 
decided not to book for next year. 
 



 

 

 

Tuesday Night Rides 

                 Tuesday nights are great for socializing. 

                  TIM HORTON’S  ANNACIS ISLAND                                                                                  

          Rides start about 6:30 – 7:00 pm 

                  Hope to see you there. 

 

Chapter BC-A Stores  

 

Description               Price 

 

TEXX Blended Twill Shirts Long Sleeve  (S-XXL)   44.50 

Short Sleeve (S/M/L/XL/XXL)                                     42.25 

Golf Shirt Short Sleeve (S-XXL)                                  35.00  

Added Text    (10 Characters per line)                          5.00  

Chapter Embroidered Baseball Cap                           13.50 

GWRRA 10" Black & Gold Crest Patch                    22.50 

GWRRA 4" Black & Gold Crest Patch                        9.25  

Top Rocker-Great Northwest Region "J"                   8.00 

Bottom Rocker-Chapter BC-A Vancouver                14.00  

BC District Pin                                                               4.00 

BC-A “Geese in Flight”  Chapter Pin                          4.00  

Chapter Hanger Bar                                                      2.00  
 
Chapter Name Plate Brass                                          16.00 
   (hanger bar provide free for executive)                   
                   
 
     

          If you don’t see something you want or 
                  to place an order contact:    

                      Pat Pearce e-mail: 

            goldwingpat2004@yahoo.com   

                    Phone: 604-530-5133 

            

Island Ride -- Sunday July 13 
By: Kathy Drozdik 
 
Dan asked me to write something about the ride to 
Vancouver Island to visit the Victoria Chapter last 
Sunday. He caught me at a weak moment after the 
Victoria Chapter meeting breakfast at Tino's restaurant, 
we'd had a great riding day and visit so far, so I said 
yes.  
 
Ed and I were up early and left home shortly after 5 
o'clock to meet at the Tsawwassen ferry terminal for 
6:15 for the 7:00 ferry. I've put up a Picasa web album 
[see below] with some of the photos I took during the 
day, the first is of Peter who arrived just ahead of us, 
you can tell by the sun it was early. Did I say we left 
early?  
 
There was a good turnout, considering the early start, 
with nine bikes in all, but only two with a co-rider. We 
had a good ride over to the Island, (the ferry was more 
than half empty), and an easy ride into Victoria to 
Tino's for the BC-V meeting, Peter knew the way.  Ed 
and I enjoyed meeting up again with several people in 
the Victoria chapter we know from the Progressive 
Ride a few years ago who we keep running into at 
Wing Ding and events such as the regional rally just 
finished in Whitehorse  Breakfast at Tino's Restaurant 
was very good and at two for one, quite reasonable. 
Those back home who slept in really missed 
something.  
 
After the meeting the Victoria Chapter lead two groups 
on a very scenic ride on narrow curvy roads around the 
Saanich Penninsula. I saw parts of the countryside I'd 
never seen before. We stopped for a group photo then 
headed north up the Island, along the ocean by Mill 
Bay, to a Tim Horton's for Iced Capps, and after to 
Chemainus for Ice-cream, then along more back roads 
to Yellow Point then two group leaders remaining led 
us directly to the Departure Bay ferry terminal. What a 
great ride.  
 
picasaweb.google.com/kathrynnd/IslandRide 

(Continued on page 8) 
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   22674 Dewdney Truck Road Maple Ridge, BC V2X 3J9   
 For all your Motorcycle Needs call DAMON ISRAELSON            

       Tel: 604-467-2344    Toll Free:1-888-400-2344 
    Fax: 604-467-3193   E-Mail: sales@crcycle.com  

A Question for all of us: 
 
I had someone ask me, what sort of 
experiences some of us have encountered 
that would help the less weathered riders.  
You know, like glancing in advance at the 
road where you will stop and put down 
your foot to ensure that it’s fairly level and 
not a big dip.   
 
Nothing worse than putting down your foot 
and not finding the road or finding sand.  If 
they new what to watch for, we might be 
able to help prevent some nasty things from 
happening to some riders.  So I thought I 
would ask any of our members to e-mail 
some of their own answers to this question 
and I’ll put them in The Golden Nuggets   
Newsletter. 
 
Thanks Dan Fortin 
N/L Editor  

 
And there is more. While we were waiting for the ferry 
home Dan started talking with some visitors from NZ, 
including an 82 year old woman who was curious about the 
teddy bear on the back of his bike. This ended with Dan 
asking the woman if she'd like to have a ride on a 
motorcycle and offering to take her on his bike for a ride 
from the ferry terminal to Vancouver.  She said yes!  And he 
did.  I added those photos to the Island ride photo album too. 

(Continued from page 7)  

Please remember to 
ride safe! 

 
The number of motorcycles on the 

road has increased and 
unfortunately so has the number 
of motorcycle accidents.  I cringe 
every time I hear a report on the 

radio. 
 

Ride Your Own Ride! 
ALWAYS! 



 

 

B.C. CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

3rd Sunday BC-A   Vancouver   
  John & Leslie Wait           604-628-6657  
CB#33  ABC Restaurant   
  6500 Hastings at Kensington 
  Breakfast  8 am  Meeting  9:30 am 
  jw@BonB.ca 
 
 
3rd Tuesday BC-C   Chilliwack/Fraser Valley 
  Glen & Angela Meyer      604-858-9963  
CB#33   Banner’s Restaurant  7:30 pm  
  Yale Road, Chilliwack 
  glenn-meyer@hotmail.com 

                           
   
1st Wednesday BC-D  Surrey   
  Don & Pam Hamilton       604-535-3355 
CB#33  Ricky’s Restaurant, Surrey @ 7 pm 
  Coffee Fridays: Tim Horton’s 
  166th & Fraser Hwy.  6:00 pm 
                          donhamilton@telus.net 
 
1st Saturday BC-G   Kamloops 
  Kirk & Kathy Elliott         250-374-2583  
CB#33  ABC Restaurant @ 8:30 am 1835 Rogers 
  Place for Breakfast meeting and on third 
  Saturday for Breakfast Social @ 9:00 am  
  kelliott@ocis.net 
    
Every Saturday BC-K Kelowna 
  Russ & Revie Verhaeghe  250-707-1722  
CB#33  The Specialty Bakery, 833 Finns Road 
  Every Saturday Breakfast 
  (8:30am Summer and Winter) 
              revie@shaw.ca 
 
2nd Monday BC-P   Prince George   
  Geoff & Suzanna Will      250-963-5004  
CB#33  Fortune Palace, 7 pm Peden Hill  
  Every Thursday  Tim Hortons Massey  
  Drive 7 pm       e-mail cqmrh@shaw.ca 
  gwill@telus.net 
 
2nd Sunday BC-V   Victoria   
  Wayne & Celcilia Jenkins 250-386-7306  
CB#33  8:30 am every 2nd Sunday  
  Tino’s Restaurant 
  701-771 Vernon Ave, Victoria 
  Coffee 6:30 pm Friday Esquimalt A&W 
  Esquimalt Road, Victoria 
              wjenkins@shaw.ca 
  

BC District Website  
http://www.vwh.ca/bc-district/chapter.html 

Chapter BC-A, Vancouver 
 

The THIRD Sunday of each Month 
 

ABC RESTAURANT 
 

On the Corner of 
Kensington & Hastings, Burnaby 

 
       Breakfast at 8:00 am   

   Meeting at 9:30 am 
 

Enjoy breakfast with new and old friends, or come 
for a cup of coffee before the meeting 

See you there!  
 
 

  Tuesday Night Coffee (ride in season) 
       Tim Horton’s – Annacis Island 

6 – 6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

 
 

 Deadline to submit articles for the newsletter 

  is the Saturday two weeks prior to the meeting. 
 

Please submit articles, ads etc. to our newsletter editor 
by email if possible. Ads will only run for 2 issues.    

Let The N/L Editor know if you need it to run again. 
 

danthewingman@gmail.com 
 

    Written ones can be handed in at any meeting. 
 

Please Plan On  Joining Us: 



 

 

 
The North Cascade Ride 

 
 

 On Sunday, June 29th, we were supposed to have a Princeton Loop ride, but that turned into a North 
Cascade Loop Ride.  All but one (me) met at the Chevron on the south side of the truck crossing, including 1 bike 
from the Victoria area.  There were 9 or 10 bikes that left at 7:00 am.  I cannot say for sure since I left home at 
6:00 am for the Huntington crossing to be in Sedro Wooley for about 7:45.  Little did I know that on the way, Dan 
decided to take the Chuckanut Drive to Burlington and missed the Hwy. #20 intersection necessitating a U-turn.  I 
do not know this for sure as I was not there, but that is what I was told.  While waiting for the group to arrive, I 
had a coffee at one of those roadside coffee shacks and relaxed. 
 The group finally arrived at about 7:30 with Dan in the lead, I snuck into the #2 position and we headed 
east on Hwy. #20 and the North Cascades.  The plan was to stop in Concrete for breakfast, but the first few places 
we slowed down for on the highway seemed closed.  We turned off the highway into the metropolis of Concrete 
and ended up at the Cajun Bar and Grill on the main street.  This was somewhat unusual, but it ended up that they 
had a breakfast buffet on and it was really good, including coffee and juice and was only $9.95.  And the service 
was fantastic! 
 After a hearty meal we set off up the west side of the Cascades with Joe leading, and stopped at the 
lookout at Thunder Point overlooking Ross Lake and Diablo Dam for a photo shoot.  We also tried to go to another 
lookout to which I had never been, but it was closed.  Joe said the view from there is fantastic.  I’ll have to try it 
again some time.  We then continued over the Washington Pass and down into the town of Winthrop.  By this 
time, it was starting to get really hot!  Sooo, it was time for ice cream and to walk around Winthrop a bit, but not 
too long as we still had a long day ahead of us. 
 After a quick gas stop in Twisp, it was forward in 40-42ºC temperatures to Okanagan and Omak and north 
on Hwy #97 through the parched dessert of the Okanagan valley and by the orchards that line the river.  By the 
time we got to Tonasket, we were in great need of a break to get some refreshing drinks and cool off “some”!  It 
was then off to the other side (west) of the river to follow a twisting local road (the kind we all love!)  by Spectacle 
Lake and Palmer Lake and through the major centres of Loomis and Nighthawk to the Nighthawk border crossing.  
I had never taken this route before and it is quite beautiful in it’s own way.  I will be back!  The border crossing at 
Nighthawk is not more than a shack and there are no lineups, except the one we created. 
 After we were “checked out”, it was on to Hwy. #3 and through the fruit orchards in the Similkameen 
Valley and to Keremeos for “lupper” (it was 4:00 pm) at the Ranch Restaurant.  It was air conditioned!!!!!  After 
a nice meal, we kind of broke up into two groups as Joe wanted to get a basket , or maybe a bushel, of fresh 
cherries while some wanted to get on to Princeton for gas.  So far the ride had been pretty relaxed, though hot!  
Between Hedley and Princeton, we caught a bit of rain (not as much as most of us wanted) from what appeared to 
be this lonely but dark cloud.  It lasted nowhere near long enough! 
 After refueling in Princeton, it was decided to break up into a slow and a fast group.  Mike Dodd took the 
lead and I the tail of the “slow” group and headed off to Hope with a plan to stop one last time at the “Dub” for 
somthing to refresh us before heading home.  We arrived apparently not long after the fast group as they were still 
in line, so I am not sure which was which.  Anyway, from there, most took Hwy #1, but I and 2 other bikes took #7 
for a more relaxed ride.  I stopped one last time in Silverdale to get some less expensive gas and we were getting 
eaten alive by misquitos.  The other two left me off in Pitt Meadows and I got home just before 10:00 pm. 
 It was a long, hot day and I lost count of the kilometers we rode (I’m sure someone kept track).  But even 
though I was exhausted by the time we got home, it was a great ride with friends over a fantastic set of roads, and 
that is what it is all about.  And we all got home safely to boot! 
 
Peter MacGregor 
ACD, Chapter BC-A 
GWRRA  #94727 
 
For the record my odometer gained 900 kms that day.                                                                                                                
Thanks to all that Lead portions or just showed up to enjoy the RIDE.                            
  Dan Fortin  BC-A  Newletter Editor. 



 

 

                                          GWRRA  CHAPTER BC-A 
Website:  http://gwrra_bca.tripod.com 

 

Calendar of Events 2008 
                               Chapter BC-A and Special Events are Highlighted. Calendar subject to change. Last update June 2, 2008 
 

 
 January  -                       01             New Years Day Ride                      
                           02             BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                                         15              BC-C Dinner Meeting                                                                              
                          20              BC-A  Breakfast Meeting                                          
                                     24 – 27          2008 Tradex Motorcycle Show 
                                          
February  -                       06             BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                                          10             BC-A  BBQ/Silent Auction 
                                          17             BC-A Breakfast Meeting 
                                          19             BC-C Dinner Meeting 
                                       23/24           BC-A/D First Aid Course 
 
March -                             05             BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                                          15             BC-A Irish Social Night                                                
            16             BC-A Breakfast Meeting 
                                          18             BC-C Meeting                 

                          29             Leadership Training 
 

April -                               02             BC-D Dinner Meeting 

                                          05             Bike Maintenance Day              
                           12             **WA-E Early Spring  
                                                                       Fun Run**                                           

                          13            2 Up Advanced Riders Course      
           15             BC-C Meeting                                                          
                          20             BC-A Breakfast Meeting                  
              (830AM Meeting Start)                        

                                          20             Group Riding Course—10am                                       
                                       19/20           BCCOM Custom M/C- Tradex              
                                       26/27           BC-A/D  Ride Captain &          
                                                  Co-Rider Course 
                                          27             Tsawwassen Swapmeet 

 
May -                                01             MLA Ride - Victoria                            
          03/04          Advanced Rider Course                                        
                           07             BC-D Dinner Meeting 

                                          10             Ken Higginbottom Memorial  
                                          Mystery Ride  
                                          11             Mothers Day—Ride? 
                                          15             PLP Starts, 6 – 8p.m. 
                                                           Every 2nd Thurs. Thereafter 
                                      16 - 18          WA-S Soap Lake Rally 
                                                           Ephrata, Washington 
                                                           (Car/Bike) Come on Down!                            
                                          18             BC-A Breakfast Meeting   
                                          20             BC-C Meeting 
                                          25             GVMC - Gord Heppler Run 
                                          29             PLP—Tentative                   
***    New Date ***        31             **BC-A Bob Davies 
                                                                  Fun Run 08**            
          Come out for a Great Ride and a lot of Fun 
           
June-                                04             BC-D Dinner Meeting 

 ** New Date **         06/07/08        BC-A Vedder River  
                                                               Campout  2008 
  ** New Date **             8th            BC-A Breakfast Meeting @ 
                                                            Vedder River Campsite 
                                                            ( Moved ahead 1 Week )                
                           12              PLP—Tentative                                             
            15              Fathers & Co-Rider Ride                                           
                                          17              BC-C Meeting 

                               ***  21/22            Reg. J Rally, Whitehorse*** 
** New Date **               29             Princeton/Canyon Loop Ride 

                                
July-                                  02                 BC-D Dinner Meeting 

                                       03 - 06              Wing Ding #30  
                                                                Greenville, South Carolina 
                                           10                 PLP—Tentative 
                                           12                 BC-K Bug Run 
                                           13                 Vancouver Island Day Ride                       
             15                 BC-C Meeting 
                                           20                 BC-A Breakfast Meeting                   
                         18-22               Washington District Rally 
                                     Let’s have a good showing for The Wash. Rally!! 
                                           24                 PLP—Tentative 
                                                                                                            
August -                            06                  BC-D Dinner Meeting                                       

                                           07                  PLP—Tentative                                          
                                           16                  BC-A Backyard BBQ 
                                           17                  BC-A Breakfast Meeting 
                                                                 (Meeting Starts at 8:30 A.M.) 
                                           17                 Gastown Show N Shine 
                                           19                  BC-C Meeting 
                                           21                  PLP—Tentative 
                                           24                  BC-A Duffy Lake Loop  
                              Aug. 29—Sep. 01      BC-D Gold Run  
 
September -                       03                 BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                    Tentative       07                  Fall ARC                                                                
                            18                  BC-C Meeting 
                                           21                  BC-A Breakfast Meeting 
                                           28                  Oyster Run – Group Ride? 
 
October -                           01                  BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                                           05                  Vancouver Toy Run                                           
                                           16                  BC-C Meeting 
                                           18                  BC-A Dinner / Social 
                                           19                  BC-A Breakfast Meeting (8:30) 
                                           19                  Fraser Valley Toy Run 
                                           26                  ‘09 Event Scheduling Meeting 
 
November -                       05                  BC-D Dinner Meeting 
                                           11                  BC-A Remembrance Day  
                                                                 Ride  -Weather Permitting 
                                           15                  BC-A Games Night 
                                           16                  BC-A Year-End Meeting 
                                           18                  BC-C Meeting 
                                            
December -                        03                  BC-D Dinner Meeting                                                        
                            06                  BC-D Christmas Dinner                                           
                                           13                  BC-A Pot Luck Christmas Party   
                                           16                  BC-C Meeting                                           

                                           25                Merry Christmas 
                                       31                Happy New Year 
 
 

                Tuesday Night Rides - Year Round   
            Tim Hortons, Cliveden Ave. Annacis Is. 
        Always meet for coffee from 6p.m.  Group Ride leaves  
                Between 6:30 - 7:00 depending on weather. 
       Please feel free to join us for any of our Rides or Events   
                          All Makes and Models welcome 
    GWRRA BC-A Chapter Directors - John and Leslie Wait  
      E-Mail:  jw@BonB.ca             Phone:  604-628-6657 
 

 



 

 


